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Information Sheet 

Filing a Petition for a Writ of Certiorari 

There is no automatic right of appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States from 
judgments of the Federal Circuit.  Instead, a party must file a petition for a writ of 
certiorari which the Supreme Court will grant only when there are compelling reasons. See 
Supreme Court Rule 10. 

Time. The petition must be filed in the Supreme Court of the United States within 90 days 
of the entry of judgment in this Court or within 90 days of the denial of a timely petition for 
rehearing. The judgment is entered on the day the Federal Circuit issues a final decision in 
your case. The time does not run from the issuance of the mandate.  See Supreme Court 
Rule 13. 

Fees. Either the $300 docketing fee or a motion for leave to proceed in forma pauperis with 
an affidavit in support thereof must accompany the petition. See Supreme Court Rules 38 
and 39. 

Authorized Filer. The petition must be filed by a member of the bar of the Supreme Court 
of the United States or by the petitioner as a self-represented individual. 

Format of a Petition. The Supreme Court Rules are very specific about the content and 
formatting of petitions.  See Supreme Court Rules 14, 33, 34.  Additional information is 
available at https://www.supremecourt.gov/filingandrules/rules_guidance.aspx.  

Number of Copies. Forty copies of a petition must be filed unless the petitioner is 
proceeding in forma pauperis, in which case an original and ten copies of both the petition 
for writ of certiorari and the motion for leave to proceed in forma pauperis must be filed. 
See Supreme Court Rule 12. 

Filing. Petitions are filed in paper at Clerk, Supreme Court of the United States, 1 First 
Street, NE, Washington, DC 20543. 

Effective November 13, 2017, electronic filing is also required for filings submitted by 
parties represented by counsel. See Supreme Court Rule 29.7.  Additional information 
about electronic filing at the Supreme Court is available at 
https://www.supremecourt.gov/filingandrules/electronicfiling.aspx.  

No documents are filed at the Federal Circuit and the Federal Circuit provides no 
information to the Supreme Court unless the Supreme Court asks for the information. 
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